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Purpose

This statement outlines UNZ’s commitment to open research. UNZ is dedicated to making university
research open and accessible to all, in alighment with international best practice. It replaces the 2022
Pan-University Open Access Statement.

Open research encompasses a broad range of practices, including but not limited to open access, open
educational resources, research data management, open data, and open software, as well as an open
research culture.

Pan-University Open Research Statement

UNZ is committed to fostering a culture in Aotearoa New Zealand (AoNZ) that embraces open research
principles, processes, and practices. Open research benefits academics and researchers, learners, the
economy, and society, while also playing a vital role in dynamic and diverse global research systems.
By making knowledge production open, we enable collaboration, enhance impact, and accelerate
innovation. UNZ will advocate for sustainable national systems, infrastructure, services, and support
to maximize the benefits of open research to AoNZ.

In AoNZ, open research is underpinned by Te Tiriti o Waitangi, Maori data sovereignty, and other
Indigenous data sovereignty frameworks. UNZ also endorses the FAIR (Findable, Accessible,
Interoperable, Reusable) and CARE (Collective Benefit, Authority to Control, Responsibility, and Ethics)
principles.

Access to research should be as open as possible and as restricted as necessary to ensure responsible
data management and protection. Restrictions may apply for reasons related to security, legal and
ethical considerations, commercial interests, intellectual property rights, privacy protections, and
Indigenous Knowledge governance.

Note: the Open Access Australasia website hosts the Open Access toolkit for Aotearoa New Zealand
researchers here

Glossary

Bibliodiversity

The diversity of academic content both nationally and internationally, encompassing a wide range of
voices, languages, funding models, research outputs, and publishing formats considered scholarly
(Kittinger & Solomon, n.d.).

Maori Data Sovereignty

The inherent rights and interests that Maori have in relation to the collection, ownership, and
application of Maori data. It recognises that Maori data should be subject to Maori governance and
supports tribal sovereignty and the realization of Maori and iwi aspirations. Data is considered a living
taonga and holds strategic value for Maori.

Open Data



https://oaaustralasia.org/open-access-toolkit-for-aotearoa-new-zealand-researchers/%20%20-%20open%20access%20toolkit%20FYI%20to
https://oaaustralasia.org/open-access-toolkit-for-aotearoa-new-zealand-researchers/

Open data refers to making research data freely available for use, modification, and sharing. However,
some data cannot be made open due to cultural, ethical, legal, security, or commercial considerations.
For example, certain content should remain under Indigenous governance and control in alignment
with the CARE and FAIR principles (Waikato University, 2025).

Open Educational Resources (OERs)

Learning, teaching, and research materials that are intentionally created and licensed to be freely
used, shared, and, in many cases, modified by end users. OERs exist in the public domain or under an
open license (Waikato University, 2025).

Open Infrastructure

The set of technological tools and services that support and enable open research practices. This
includes digital platforms and repositories that facilitate the dissemination, preservation, and
accessibility of research outputs such as publications, data, software, and hardware (CERN, 2025)

Open and Responsible Metrics

It is important to acknowledge the limitations of using metrics to evaluate research. Responsible use
of metrics means using them in an ethical and appropriate way, in conjunction with qualitative
assessment of research outputs and activities (Auckland University of Technology, 2025).

Rights retention
Allows authors to retain the rights to publish in a subscription or 'hybrid' journal and make their
manuscript available open access through self-archiving.



